
Welcome to 4th Grade! 
 

Hello!  I’m so excited to be teaching your children at St. Agnes. I am a native St. Louisan (south county) 
and currently live in Arnold. This is my 3rd year at St. Agnes and prior to that I was at Queen of All Saints 
in Oakville as the K-8 computer teacher and school technology coordinator. Prior to actually using my 
teaching degree, I owned my own business creating appraisals for customers. I did this for 12 years which 
allowed me to be a stay-at-home working mom and raise my 2 children. Prior to that, I was in the 
corporate world as a computer trainer and technician (ok...geek). I have been married to my husband, 
Doug, for 27 years. We have 2 sons, Tony and Andy, who attended St. Joseph Catholic School in 
Imperial, MO, and St. Pius X High School in Festus, MO. Tony is 21 and starting his 3rd year at Missouri 
State University in Springfield, MO, and Andy is 19 and starting his 2nd year at Southeast Missouri State 
University. 
 

Contact Information 
If you need to contact me while school is in session, please feel free to email me at 
rocca@stagneselementary.org. I will email you back as soon as I can. You may also call me after school 
at 314-409-3338 between 3:00pm and 5:00pm. If I don’t answer, I may be in a meeting. Just leave a 
message and I will call you back as soon as I can. 
 

Classroom Expectations 
During the first couple days of school we will be creating a list of classroom expectations. I have found 
that if they have ownership in creating the expectations, they are more likely to follow them. This year we 
will be focusing on living a virtuous life; i.e. how can we live as a disciple of Christ. We will be focusing on 
the positives of our day. However, we know that sometimes we all lose our way. If this happens, I will put 
a little post-it on their desk as a warning. If they get 3 post-its, then I will talk to them and have them 
complete a Stop & Think reflection form. (A copy of this form is attached.) They will then write an apology 
note to the person(s) their actions affected. I will be contacting you if they have had to complete a Stop & 
Think reflection form. 
 

Every morning I will meet your child outside our classroom door. At this time we will greet each other 
with a handshake, fist bump, hug or some other greeting and have a morning check-in. This will give me 
some idea how their morning has been so far. Five is “I feel outstanding,” 4 is “I feel good,” 3 is “I feel 
okay,” 2 is “I could feel better,” and 1 is “I feel upset.” 
  

Snack 
Your child may bring a healthy snack to eat in the morning. We usually work through snack time so I ask 
that you do not send anything that is messy or will leave cheese or oily residue on their hands. Thank you 
for your cooperation with this. 
 

Planners 
Your child will have a planner. In it, they will be required to write assignments, upcoming tests, spelling 
words and anything that they need to talk to you about. Their planner needs to be initialed by you every 
night. It is very important for them to get used to this as it will help them immensely in middle school.  
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Schedule 
Each day your child will have Religion, Reading, Math, English, Social Studies and Science.  (Curriculum 
is attached.) Art will be done within the scope of those subjects. Specials will be as follows: 

● PE will be on Fridays from 1:50-2:20 and will be taught by Mrs. K and myself. Mrs. K will take 
the boys in grades 4-6 and I will take the girls in grades 4-6.  

● Computer will be taught by Ms. O’Driscoll on Mondays from 8:00-8:30.  
● Music will be taught by Sister Fran (the new 7th grade homeroom teacher and middle school math 

teacher) Mondays from 9:00-9:30.  
 

Mass 
4th grade attends Mass on Wednesdays (All School Mass) and Fridays with 2nd, 6th and 8th grades as 
well as other Holy Days of Obligation. Throughout the year your child will be participating in Mass as a 
reader or gift bearer. If they are reading, I will provide their reading at least 1 week prior to Mass so they 
may practice at home. Later in the year, they will have the opportunity to get trained to serve at Mass. 
After they are trained they will be paired up with a middle school student when serving until they are 
comfortable doing it on their own. This is not mandatory, but it is a great opportunity to grow closer to 
God through this great ministry of the Church. Before they are trained by Father Benz, they will learn 
about all of the items used during Mass as well as vestments and items used for special Masses (funerals 
and weddings, etc.). 
 

Grades 
Grades will be based on tests, workbook work, notebook work (where applicable) and participation. 
Religion will also include participation at Mass, i.e., singing and following along in the Missal when 
appropriate. There will also be a separate grade in reading for achieving their SRC goal.  
 

SRC 
As mentioned above, a grade will be given for the SRC goal for each month. In 4th grade, your child 
needs to read 450,000 words for the year or 50,000 per month (except for August). The grade will be 
listed as an assignment in Reading. 
 

Homework 
Most of your child’s work will be completed in class and turned in the same day. This allows me to make 
sure they understand the concepts as I have taught them. If your child fails to complete their homework or 
turn it in, they will either stay in at recess, stay after school on a day that I am available, or come to school 
at 7:00 a.m. on a day that I am available to finish it. This is a new school wide policy. 
 

For homework each week, I would like them to read for at least 20 minutes, 5 nights each week for a 
total of at least 100 minutes. They will receive a log every Monday to be filled out at home throughout the 
week and turned in the following Monday. When they do this, they will receive a “reward” which could be 
a new pencil, pen, eraser, etc. 
 

 
 
 



 
Math Centers 
Once a week we will have math centers. During this time, students will be in groups playing hands-on or 
computer games reinforcing skills learned that week as well as meeting with me to make sure they are 
understanding topics covered from the math curriculum. 
 

Reading Centers 
Once a week we will have reading centers. During this time, students will either be with me, in groups or 
by themselves doing a variety of activities that will reinforce their learning in reading, including spelling. 
There will be hands-on activities as well as silent reading and computer work. 
 

Tests 
Your child will know at least 2 days in advance when a test is scheduled.  Unless we have a short week, 
every week they will have spelling, vocabulary, comprehension and religion tests. These tests will be split 
up between Thursdays and Fridays so they don’t have them all on one day. I will also try not to schedule 
any other tests on Thursdays or Fridays, but sometimes it cannot be avoided. 
 

Friday 5-4-3-2-1 
At the end of the day on Fridays I will be meeting with each child to go over their week with them. Prior to 
this meeting, they will receive a sheet to fill out as follows: 5 things that made me smile this week; 4 words 
to describe my week; 3 things I plan to do this weekend; 2 things I learned this week; and 1 goal I have for 
next week. I’m excited to see what kinds of responses they give! This will help me keep on top of how they 
are doing and meet with them individually each week. 
 

Recesses and Lunch 
The class receives 2 recess times during the day. The first is from 9:45-10:00. The second is from 
12:00-12:30 which is right after they have lunch from 11:30-12:00. 
 

Classroom Jobs 
We have classroom jobs that switch each week.  Ask your child about their favorite job! (They are 
learning to take out the trash and clean!) 
 

Communication 
On the St. Agnes website (www.stagneselementary.org) under Faculty and Teacher Pages, if you click on 
my name you will reach my page. Each week I will post spelling and vocabulary words as well as 
upcoming tests, links to sites I think are important and any other pertinent information that you will need. 
Make sure you check this every week. 
 

Facebook 
As most of you already know, I have created a private Facebook group for our class. I will post pictures 
and videos of various activities we do throughout the year. The name of the group is Mrs. Rocca’s 4th 
Grade Class 2019-2020. I have already sent invitations to all of you either through facebook or via 
email. If you would like grandparents, aunts or uncles to have access to our page, please give me their 
email address so I may send them an invitation. 
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Growth Mindset 
Throughout the year we will be participating in some growth mindset activities that help them learn the 
power of the word “yet.” For example, if they say, “I can’t do this,” add on to the end of that “yet.” 
 

My goal for our classroom this year is to encourage positive mindsets that give genuine compliments or 
encouragement. The students will share private weekly notes to me telling me 3 people they notice were 
doing kind things. 
 
I’m looking forward to a fun school year and getting to know your children! 
 

Donna Rocca 


